Dear Coaches and Forensics Teams:

You are invited to attend the Moses Lake HS District 5/6 Debate Tournament on the weekend of January 22, 2011.  Students will have the opportunity to compete in Lincoln Douglas or Public Forum Debate, and Student Congress. Individual Events will include Dramatic, Duo Interp., Expository, Extemporaneous, Humorous Interp., Impromptu, Interpretive Reading, Oratory, Editorial Commentary, Tall Tales, SPAR and Duo Improvisation.  All events except Congress will run three rounds.  Congress will run one preliminary round and a final elimination round.  LD will use the January/February topic, while Public Forum will use the January topic.  Congress will use the spring packet bills for prelims and Super Congress legislation for eliminations.
We stress a very low-key atmosphere, which creates an enjoyable and enriching experience for our competitors.  The tab room will be closed, but coaches are free to enter as needed.  Registration deadline is the Wednesday before the tournament.

Patterns are broken down as follows:

Pattern A: Congress.  

Pattern B: Extemporaneous, Expository, Duo Interpretation, Dramatic Interpretation, Editorial Commentary, Dual Improvisation 

Pattern C: Humorous Interpretation, Impromptu, Interpretive Reading, Oratory, Tall Tales

Pattern D: SPAR, Public Forum, Lincoln Douglas

Novice and Open Divisions will be offered in all events.  Novices constitute all performers in their first year of competition in said categories (IE’s, Debate and Congress).  No former debaters should be entered in Novice Congress.  Open division is available to all competitors beyond their first year of competition.  Novice Congress and Public Forum are available only to competitors in their first year of LD, PF, or Congress.  Each student may enter a maximum of four events.  Extemporaneous speakers may not double enter in Pattern B.

Entry Limits:

Each school may enter squads with the following limits:  24 total IE entries, 10 Congress, 10 total debate.  Any numbers beyond these should enter a second squad, but no extra team fee will be assessed (individual entry fees will still apply).

Registration this year is on forensicstournament.net; new entries will be accepted through Wednesday night and drops through Friday afternoon.

Fees:

Squad:  $25

PF:    $10

LD/IE:
$5
Congress:    $5

Billing:  Checks and Purchase Orders should be made out to District 5/6 Debate.  Billing statements are available on the registration website after the tournament is completed.

Judges will cover the following numbers:  1 judges covers 2 LD, 2 PF and 5 IE.  Congress schools should provide either a scorer or parliamentarian.  Schools are expected to cover the categories in which their competitors are entered.  We do not have any judges for hire, so coverage of team entries is critical.  If you cannot cover entries, please email the tournament ASAP.  Judge commentary on ballots is critical, and disclosure is forbidden.  Oral critiques should be given only after ballots have been returned to Tab.

The tournament schedule is as follows:

 8:30
Congress Preliminaries

10:30
Pattern B1: EXT, EXP, ED COMM, DI, DUO INTERP., DUO IMPROV.

12:00
Pattern C1: IMP, HI, OI/IR, ORATORY, TALL TALES

1:00
Pattern D1:  SPAR, LD, PF

2:00
Pattern B2

3:00
Pattern C2

4:00
Pattern D2

5:00
Congress Eliminations

6:00
Pattern B3

7:00 
Pattern C3

8:00
Pattern D3

Awards ASAP

Debate

LD (Value) Debate:
A 1-on-1 debate that focuses on the philosophical right or wrong of the topic, which changes every two months.  The use of rhetorical persuasion is highly valued.  2011 January/February Topic:  Resolved: In the United States, juveniles charged with violent felonies ought to be treated as adults in the criminal justice system.
Public Forum Debate:
A 2-on-2 person debate which uses a nationally chosen topic.  This is a rapid fire form of debate which requires some research and quick thinking skills.

2011 January Topic:  Resolved: In the United States, plea bargaining undermines the criminal justice system
Congressional Debate:
A parliamentary event in which congressional delegates debate the merits of submitted bills and resolutions.  This tournament will only be using Bills L through S for preliminary round and Super Congress for Supers.

Individual Events

Dramatic Interpretation:  A 10-minute memorized interpretation of a play, novel, or poetic selection.  No props or costumes are allowed.  No grace period.

Dual Interpretation:  A 10-minute memorized interpretation of a humorous or dramatic novel, play, or poetic selection by two performers.  No props or costumes are allowed. No grace period.

Editorial Commentary:  A 1:45-2:00 editorial based on a current event or issue.  Speech is delivered while seated and should feature a balance of opinion and fact.  No grace period allowed.

Expository:  An 8-minute un-memorized informational speech that can utilize a visual aide to enhance the performance. 30-second grace period allowed.

Extemporaneous:  A 7-minute analysis of current events.  Speaker will have 30 minutes to develop the speech from a prepared file and can utilize note cards in the novice division only.  30-second grace period allowed.

Humorous Interpretation:
An 10-minute memorized speech focused on humorous literature.  Not a monologue, characterization is a focus.  No grace period.

Impromptu:  A 6-minute speech which presents a choice of three topics, one of which 

the speaker will develop into a speech off the top of their head.  30-second grace period allowed.

Interpretive Reading:  An 8-minute speech combining poetry and prose around a central theme.  The pieces are delivered from a prepared manuscript, giving the illusion of reading.  30-seconds grace allowed.

Oratory:  A 10-minute memorized persuasive speech.  Choice of topic is critical as is the use of rhetorical devices to persuade the judge.  No grace period.

Tall Tales:
  A 6-minute impromptu speech in which the speaker will incorporate three unrelated words or phrases into an entertaining story.  30-second grace period allowed.

SPAR (Spontaneous Argumentation):  An impromptu 10-minute debate in which speakers will receive a choice of two topics.  Topic choice will be determined by coin flip in round.  This event is more casual in nature, so topics will vary widely.

Duo Improvisation:  Partners will entertain an audience using one of two situational impromptu topics.  This event rewards creativity, teamwork, and development of the given situation.

